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B iE
January is the month when I have an
opportunity to thank our contributors and
distributors for all their efforts which enable me
to produce PEWTALK each month and getting
it into you, the readers, hands. This month the
distributors will be asking for your annual
subscription of £10. I really hope that you will
continue your support. Many, many, thanks.
Chris Ford

100 Club - It was decided to hold the first big
draw for £50 at the Christmas Coffee Morning
on Saturday 10th December.
Sheila and I missed the event as we had a
holiday booked. As Treasurer I was delighted
that the Morning raised £827 for Church Funds.
Thanks to everyone who worked very hard to
achieve such an excellent result. I will be there
next year for my bacon butty!
Back to the draw - the winner was Dawn
Crowhurst a neighbour of Pam England. Dawn
has been lucky in the draw having won £10
earlier in the year. I wish Dawn, who is I
understand going to Scotland for the Holiday,
“Happy Hogmanay” and all who have a 100
Club ticket a very happy New Year.
Remember there is still a chance of winning
£50 in 2023.

Norman.
To remember in our prayers – please
remember in your prayers the family and
friends of the late Mrs Gerry Heath, one time
member of our Church family. Gerry’s funeral
service will take place on Thursday 19th

January 2023, 12noon, Riverview Chapel at

Basildon/Pitsea Crematorium. The service will
be conducted by Father Tim Codling.
The Thurrock foodbank have had another
busy year, particularly recently as the cost of
living has risen. Many individuals continue to
support the foodbank with their donations of
food and cash and we continue to operate a
distribution centre at St. Francis. Given the
increase in demand there have been occasions
(the last just before Christmas) when we have
run out of food at St. Francis and have to point
clients elsewhere. Those of you that read our
weekly newsletter will know that we include a
list of the current food items that are in short
supply at the warehouse. For a really current
list of shortages there is now an app
“BanktheFood” for the smart phone user,
available on both the apple and and google app
stores.
Here is a very worthwhile New Year’s
Resolution:  consider doing some First Aid
training this year, especially if you are a parent
with young children.
In a survey by the British Red Cross, 96% of
parents agreed that their main fears were of
their children choking, or of finding them
unconscious – when seconds could make the
difference to their survival. Even 15 minutes of
proper First Aid training is enough to give you
knowledge that could save someone’s life in an
emergency.  For details of your nearest First
Aid Course, visit:  www.redcross.org.uk
And it just remains to wish all our readers all
the best for the New Year.

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be
with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Reflections from The Rectory
And so a New Year has begun - 2023.
And the first month in our calendar is of course January.
But do you know why it is called ‘January’?
It is so named after the Roman god ‘Janus’.
In Roman mythology, Janus was the god of gates and doorways,
beginnings and endings.
He was often pictured with two faces, one looking forward, the other looking back.
And don’t we often do the very same thing at the start of a New Year? As one year gives way to
the next don’t we look back to the best moments and the achievements, the joys and the challenges
of the year that has been and then look forward to the year that is to be, the new resolutions set for
ourselves, the hopes and the dreams.
In the week in between Christmas and New Year the media ran several ‘reviews of the year 2022’.
It was in its own way as remarkable and challenging as 2020 and 2021. Variants of the Covid-19
virus were still with us, the war between Russia and Ukraine began, the late Queen Elizabeth II
celebrated her Diamond Jubilee and soon after following the death we knew was coming and yet
shocked us all, we welcomed her Son as our new monarch King Charles III, and 2022 was declared
the hottest year on record.
In the Church our worship and range of services and events felt a little more as they used to and
we have welcomed people for Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals, Lent Lunches, Holy Week services,
Confirmations services, Rogation celebrations, a Christmas Coffee morning, a Carol Service with
a full team of brass players, a Crib Service, Midnight Communion and a lively and joyful celebration
on Christmas Day.
Sometimes it is not easy to look forward. We can feel anxious about all that lies ahead. Our world
at the moment appears to be anything but stable and that instability affects us all. There are many
who live with the constant fear of how and which bills to pay, others who await medical and surgical
procedures delayed by the pressures on the NHS and we all long for a time of calm, stability and
wisdom from those in positions of leadership and authority. We should not let these fears overwhelm
us though but do what we can to help each other.
So as we turn our heads to the left – let’s remember the year that has passed and all the friends
who have shared it with us. Let’s be thankful for all we have learned and achieved.
As we turn our heads to the right – let’s look forward to the year that has begun and resolve to live
each day fully and well. Let’s be thankful for new beginnings and not be afraid to make the most of
all the opportunities that lie ahead.
And let us remind ourselves that whilst the Roman god Janus was the god of gates and doorways,
beginnings and endings, our God, is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end and all that
happens in between. God promised to be with us always, He hears our prayers, He sustains us
through the trials and trsibulations of this world and He has given each and every one of us a unique
gift and talent to be used for the benefit of all.
May you know God’s love, peace, hope and joy in the year ahead.
Take care, stay safe and Every Blessing for 2023, Revd Michèle.



The Right Reverend Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani, Bishop of Chelmsford,
has written a message for the Christmas season:

One of my favourite books of all time is by an American author, Henry van Dyke, who was
writing around the turn of the 19th to the 20th centuries. It’s a short book, called The Other
Wise Man, which you could easily read in one sitting. It tells the tale of a fourth and unknown
wise man who sets out along with his three colleagues, but they get separated and he gets
lost along the way to Bethlehem. The fourth wise man spends a lifetime searching for the
Christ child, arriving eventually in Jerusalem 33 years later where he finally finds Jesus hang-
ing on the cross. It’s a profound and poignant tale about the significance of faith as a journey
and it’s a vivid reminder that the stories we hear around Christmas and Epiphany are inextri-
cably bound up with the stories of Lent and beyond, to Holy Week and Easter.
As we begin another year with all the uncertainty that continues raging around us, and with
continued worries about the cost of living and the changing nature of the church, it’s perhaps
worth remembering that the same Christ child who drew kings and magi to his crib, is the one
who invites us to follow him still today. We have no idea where the journey may take us, pos-
sibly to the foot of the cross. But regardless of the destination, the way we travel shapes and
forms us. Along the way, we catch glimpses of God’s presence in smaller and larger ways,
and we are held by the everlasting arms of the one who goes before us.
May God bless you during 2023 and may you know the love of God which surrounds and
strengthens us each step of the way.

Cost-of-living crisis bites deep
More than four million people in the UK are now being forced to borrow money to cover the cost
of essentials, such as heating and food.
Christians Against Poverty (CAP) say that a poll carried out for them by YouGov has found that
nearly one fifth of adults in the UK, or about ten million people, are now struggling financially.
CAP says that of its clients who have done so, 44 per cent of them have a disability, 42 per cent
are single parents, and 47 per cent have suffered abuse.
Higher earners are using up savings, while those on medium to low incomes are having to turn
to high-cost credit to survive.  One quarter of low earners (earning less than £15,000 a year) have
already fallen behind on bills.



Christingle Service

On Sunday 4th December 2022 friends and visitors celebrated together for the tradition of
Christingle.
The idea of Christingles came from a Moravian Church in 1747. The minister John de Watteville
gave children at the service a lighted candle with a red ribbon around it. Christingle services
are usually held on Christmas Eve, but different dates are used here is the UK.
The word Christingle could have come from several sources. It could be an English version of
Christkindl meaning little Christ Child. It could be the putting together of the words Christmas
and ingle. Ingle is an old Scots word for fire and so that would make it mean Christ Light.
Christingles became widely known in England circa 1968. The idea came from John Pensom
who was known as ‘Mr. Christingle’. People didn’t think the service would work as making the
Christingles would be too complicated. I’m pleased to say they were wrong and our service
showed how engaged and interested our visitors were.
Our service was held very informally around tables filled with the items needed to create a
Christingle.
An orange to represent the world.
A candle which stands tall and straight and gives light in
the dark like the love of God.
A red ribbon goes around the orange and is a symbol of
the blood shed for us.
Four cocktail sticks point in the direction and symbolise
North, South, East and West – they also represent the
four seasons.
Sweets and dried fruit represents the fruits of the earth,
nurtured by the sunshine and the rain.
During our time together we enjoyed a short service and refreshments. We lit our Christingle
candles and sang hymns.
We hope you can join us next year.
With blessings

Kathy

Statistics
Statistics show we’re getting stronger. Fifty years ago you needed an estate car to hold £50 worth
of Christmas presents. Twenty years ago, it took two people to carry £20 worth of groceries —
now a five-year-old can do it.



The man who made the first-ever vaccine - by Tim Lenton

Two hundred years ago, on 26th January 1823, Edward Jenner, the British
physician and immunologist who created the first vaccine (for smallpox),
died of a stroke.
He was the son of a Gloucestershire clergyman and the brother of
another – who brought him up when his father died. He was also a
violinist, a poet and a naturalist, but he chose medicine and became
the pupil of a distinguished surgeon, John Hunter, at St George’s
Hospital in London. Hunter also had wide interests, and the two kept in touch for
many years.
Jenner, a committed and sincere Christian, married a near neighbour, Catharine Kingscote, in
1788. He was described as amiable and quiet, but his work in creating a smallpox vaccine was
said to have saved more lives than any other man on earth, though his treatment in making
inoculations using cowpox lesions, initially from a dairymaid in 1796, was laughed at by some
to start with.
The word ‘vaccination’ (relating to cows) stems from this experiment. Previous smallpox
inoculation attempts were known as variolation and were both less successful and dangerous
to health. Jenner himself had received this treatment as a child.
Jenner was a member of the Royal Society, primarily because of his work as a naturalist. He
published valuable observations and interpretations on, for instance, the life of the cuckoo,
which was little understood at the time.
But in the end, he gave so much time to vaccination work that his personal affairs suffered badly,
though he was voted a total of £30,000 by Parliament.
His wife died of tuberculosis in 1815, after which he retired from public life. In 1980 the World
Health Organisation said that smallpox had finally been eradicated from the world, though a
few lab samples were kept.

Christmas Pudding
In the December edition of Pewtalk Revd. Michèle mentioned that the Sunday before Advent was
known as Stir Up Sunday because the prayer for that day included “Stir up, we beseech thee, O
Lord the wills of thy faithful people“ after which the congregation, suitably inspired, went home and
made their Christmas Pudding. On November 20th we went one stage further in St. Catherine’s .
Michèle had prepared the correct quantities of the thirteen ingredients which represent the twelve
apostles and Jesus. All members of the congregation took a turn in stirring  the mix in an east –
west direction representing the direction taken by the Wise Men when visiting the new born infant
King.
The Pudding was cooked and returned to Church on December 18th for us to enjoy after the service.
It was the best Christmas Pudding I have tasted so perhaps we can ask Michèle for a list of
ingredients for next Stir Up Sunday.

Norman



25th January – time for haggis and bagpipes!
He died ‘lang syne’ – long ago, back in 1796, but the Scottish poet Robert Burns
is still remembered each January, over many a ‘Burns Night’ supper of
cockaleekie soup, haggis, neeps and tatties - and whisky. Scots and other
Burns lovers throughout the world, from Canada to the USA to Russia, still
celebrate the poems this most beloved of Scots poets wrote so long ago.
Burns wrote about ordinary things – food, love, death, friendship, and
disappointment. We still quote him:  ‘the best laid schemes o’ Mice an’ Men’.

And at the end of our lives, we can use his ‘Prayer, in Prospect of Death’: ’Thou art good; and
Goodness still Delighteth to forgive’. Indeed, the Bible promises that if we put our trust in God,
He will forgive us and give us new life in Him.  A good thought at the beginning of a New Year!

Remembering Lewis Carroll, creator of Alice in Wonderland

Just 125 years ago, on 14th January 1898, Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, an
English author, poet, photographer and mathematician, died of pneumonia. His
pen name was Lewis Carroll, and he was best known for Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland, Through the Looking Glass and the poems Jabberwocky and The
Hunting of the Snark.

A brilliantly inventive writer, Carroll was also a deacon in the Church of England, and a firm
Christian – some have even claimed that Alice is a biblical allegory, with the Cheshire Cat as
God. (Carroll was born in Cheshire.)
Carroll was a maths lecturer at Oxford, and Alice Liddell – who provoked the story of Alice – was
the daughter of one of his colleagues. She had two sisters, Lorina and Edith, who were also close
to Carroll, a bachelor who remained celibate throughout his life. He was known to be good with
children, unsurprisingly for an eldest son with eight younger brothers and sisters – and at one
point was invited to entertain two grandchildren of Queen Victoria.
The book Alice in Wonderland and its sequel have been subject to huge numbers of unlikely
interpretations, ranging from drug use to being the outpouring of migraine aura symptoms. But
most people continue to regard them as masterpieces of fantasy literature, produced by a highly
intelligent and sensitive man.
The Alice books might never have seen the light of day, had not novelist Henry Kingsley come
across the first version on a visit to the Liddells, and urged Alice’s mother to persuade the author
to publish it. Carroll consulted another author – his friend George Macdonald, whose son Greville,
aged six, apparently said he “wished there were 60,000 volumes of it”.
By the time of Carroll’s death, the two-volume Alice was the most popular children’s book in
England.



Christmas at St. Catherine’s and St. Francis
Christmas and Easter are probably the two Christian festivals that most people think of and in
our parish we make the most of the opportunity to celebrate. So, what happened this year?
‘Make a Christingle’ workshop – 4th December
Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic we held a ‘Christingle’ service at St. Catherine’s on Christmas
Eve. This year Revd. Michèle decided that it would be better to have a workshop for making a
Christingle while learning more about the history and meaning behind it. The event was
supported by children and adults and proved to be great fun as well as educational.
Christmas Coffee Morning – 10th December
Again, before pandemic the parish would have a Christmas Fair at St. Catherine’s. This event
was discontinued for 2019 and 2020. Last year it was decided to have a coffee morning to
replace the fair. It was deliberately on a small scale. However, this year it was a bigger event
with several stalls. The coffee morning was well supported with a steady stream of visitors,
meeting up with friends and family and enjoying the refreshments and supporting the various
stalls. As well as being a wonderful social occasion the event raised over £800 to support the
work of the parish.
‘Carols and Candlelight’ – 18th December
The annual carol service at St. Catherine’s with Grays Town Band was held at the later time of
6pm rather than during the afternoon. Although this was caused by the band not being available
earlier, and there was some thought that it might be too late in the day, in the event it was very
well supported and enjoyed by all. It was also nice to be able to supply a glass of mulled wine
and a mince pie (which we had not felt able to do in recent years).
Carols at St. Francis – 21st December
As well as our service at St. Catherine’s we also had a service of carols at St. Francis as part
of our weekly ‘Community Support drop-in’. Rather than mulled wine, this event was in café
style with the congregation enjoying their coffee / tea and mince pies during the course of the
service.
Christmas Eve ‘crib service’ – 24th December
At 3pm on Christmas Eve we held our crib service with members of the congregation taking
part in the creation of the stable scene at St. Catherine’s as they heard the story of the nativity
told imaginatively by Revd. Michèle.
Christmas Day
As has been the tradition at St. Catherine’s for many years, our first service of Holy Communion
for Christmas Day started at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve. For those that preferred not to be out
at that time of night there was also another communion service at 10am on Christmas Day.
Both services were well attended and it was quite surprising to see several folk at both!
So that is a snapshot of our Christmas celebrations and behalf of all those who attended any
of them may I thank our Priest in Charge, Revd. Michèle Marshall for all her hard work at this
very busy time of year.

Chris Ford





PARISH DIARY FOR  JANUARY
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments.
Please see our weekly newsletter for the latest

Information.  It can be found on our
Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

        1 Jan    2nd Sunday of Christmas
‘Worshipping Together’ with Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s 10.00am

       4 Jan   Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
        5 Jan Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
        7 Jan Church cleaning at St. Catherine’s     10.00am-noon

        8 Jan    Epiphany
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s               10.00am

      11 Jan    Mid-week Morning Prayer at St. Francis     10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                10.30am-noon
      12 Jan  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      15 Jan    2nd Sunday of Epiphany
‘Worshipping Together’ at St. Catherine’s    10.00am

        Café style Holy Communion at St. Francis      3.00pm
      16 Jan Bible Study and Fellowship Group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon
      18 Jan    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop in’ with carols at 11am 10.30am-noon
      19 Jan  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm

      22 Jan   3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    10.00am

      23 Jan PCC meeting at St. Francis        2.30pm
      25 Jan    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis      10.00am
                      Then the community support ‘drop in’    10.30am-noon
      26 Jan  Foodbank at St. Francis        11.00am-1.00pm
         Deanery Synod - venue to be confirmed

with the Ven. Mike Power, Archdeacon of Southend    7.30pm
(N.B. All welcome to hear the Archdeacon for the first
part of the meeting)

      29 Jan   4th Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion at St. Catherine’s    10.00am

      30 Jan Bible Study and Fellowship Group at St. Francis   10.30am-noon

www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk


Life Events during December
Baptisms
  11 December Charlie Edwards
Weddings
  None

Committal of ashes
  None
Funerals

None
Burials

None

The Great North Sea Flood

Seventy years ago, on 31st January 1953 and stretching overnight into 1st February, the worst
North Sea flood on record took place. North-western Europe was hit by extensive flooding
when severe gales combined with a spring tide and very low pressure.
Over 1,800 people were killed in the Netherlands, over 300 in Eastern England, and 28 in
Belgium. More than 230 deaths occurred on ships and boats along Northern European coasts,
as well as in deeper waters in the North Sea.
The semi-enclosed shape and shallowness of the North Sea was a major factor in the severity
of the flood. The surge peaked at almost 11 feet (3.35 metres) above the average sea level.
Sea defences in all countries affected were in poor condition because of the Second World
War, and warning systems, where they existed, were far from adequate.
Land up to 18 feet above mean sea level was flooded, and because of the lack of warnings
– it was a Saturday night, and government and emergency services were not necessarily
staffed – many people died in their sleep without any knowledge of what was happening.
Radio stations typically broadcast only during the day. Amateur radio operators set up a
voluntary emergency radio network – in many areas providing the only contact with the outside
world for days.
In England and Scotland nearly 1,000 miles of coastline was damaged, and flooding forced
more than 30,000 people from their homes. Damage was estimated at £50 million – equivalent
to more than £1.5 billion today.
Worried about a recurrence, the UK and the Netherlands strengthened their coastal defences
in the wake of the flood. Notable examples were surge barriers on the Thames and Humber
estuaries.



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road

Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 3.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 3.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com
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